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Summary Description
This is the seventh in a series of eleven lessons that introduces the student to European American
history.

Learning Objectives
To have the student learn a few key facts about Scottish American history and culture.

Approximate Time for Lesson
35 minutes

Suggested Maturity Level for Instruction
Student should be able to read simple words and perform simple addition and subtraction. Also,
student should be able to sit still and engage in one-on-one conversation.

References:
“Scottish and Scottish Irish Americans”, Mary A. Hess, Multicultural America -
http:/ /www.everyculture.com/multi/Pa-Sp/Scottish-and-Scotch-Irish-Americans.html

“Hatfield-McCoy Feud Roseanna: Juliet of the Mountains”, Normal Lugar, Blue Ridge Country, March-
April 1996 - http:/ /www .blueridgecountry.com/hatmac/hatmac.html

Materials Needed
1. Internet Access - Pull up the following;:
a. Europe Map (go to http:/ /www.sitesatlas.com/Maps/Maps/Europe.htm)

b. United States Map (go to http://maps.google.com/maps)

c. Picture of line dancing (go to
http:/ /i25.photobucket.com/albums/c86/comicsmartuk/Porthleven % 20Lifeboat%20D
ay %202006/ Line %20Dancing/ LineDancing30. ¢if)

d. Picture of square dancing (go to
http:/ /www.qualityinformationpublishers.com/index.asp?PageAction=VIEWPROD&P
rodID=252)

e. Sample of country music ballads (go to
http:/ /www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_ss_dmusic?url=search-alias%3Ddigital-
music&field-keywords=country+musict+ballads)

f. Picture of Hatfields (go to http://www.wilsonsalmanac.com/images2/hatfields.jpg and
http:/ /members.virtualtourist.com/m/p/m/1c84ee/)

Preparation
Make sure you have materials open, printed and/or available prior to beginning the lesson.
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Introduction (5 minutes)

1. Teacher:
2. Teacher:
3. Teacher:

Last week, we learned about the French Americans, who moved to the United States
because to find better opportunities for their families. Today, we will learn about the
Scottish Americans. The Scottish Americans come from the country of Scotland [point
to Scotland on the Europe Map, which is roughly the upper half of the United
Kingdom].

You're going to learn that the Scottish had some of the same reasons for moving to the
United States as the other Europeans. But you're also going to learn some things that
made the Scottish different from the others.

So are you ready to learn about the Scottish? [Get positive response from Student and
begin lesson].

Lesson (25 minutes)

1. Teacher:
2. Teacher:
3. Teacher:
4. Teacher:
5. Teacher:
6. Teacher:

Great. Now, the Scottish came to the United States for religious freedom and to find a
better opportunity to make money and provide for their families, which are about the
same reasons that other Europeans had for moving to the United States.

But the Scottish people were known to live in groups within their own families, called
clans. A clan is a group of people that belong in your family or are close friends of
your family. So mothers, fathers, cousins, sisters, brother, uncles, grandmothers,
grandfathers, and friends of all of these people - all these people as a group belong to
a clan, and Scottish were known to live in clans.

In fact, one thing about the Scottish was that when they moved to the United States,
they usually moved in groups, not by themselves. Also, they continued to live in
groups in the United States.

So the Scottish landed in New Jersey and South Carolina [point to these two states on
the United States Map], but once they got here, they moved into further west and
down south.

In fact, a lot of the ways that the people in the Southern United States live today is
because of the Scottish. For example, square dancing and line dancing came from the
Scottish. Here’s a picture of southerners line dancing. Why do you think they call it
“line dancing”? Can you see the Scottish ways of living in this dance? [Show Student
picture of line dancing and engage the Student in conversation but come to the point
that dancing in groups is a part of Scottish culture since they emphasized living and
staying in groups].

And here’s some people square dancing. This is a dance among four couples (that’s
eight boys and girls altogether), each forming the sides of a square. Can you see the
Scottish ways of living in this dance? [Show Student picture of square dancing but like
line dancing, come to the point that dancing in groups is a part of Scottish culture since
they emphasized living and staying in groups].
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Teacher:

Teacher:

Teacher:

Teacher:

Teacher:

Teacher:

Teacher:

Teacher:

Also, some country music songs tend to be very sad and are about sad things. Well,
this type of country music was made from a type of song brought over to the United
States by the Scottish, called a “ballad” - a ballad started out as a sad story that was
made into a song and you hear this in the song because some of the song is just told
and not really sung at all. Here is an example of a country ballad, let’s see if you can
tell if it’s sad and storylike. [Go to the link and select a sample of country music
ballads for Student].

And finally, have you heard of something called country “bluegrass” music? Well,
that’s a very popular kind of country music and again, it was made by the Scottish
Americans.

The Scottish didn’t only create new kinds of dances and music, so many of their ways
of living are a part of how Americans live their lives today. Other than U.S. Presidents,
famous scientists, artists, and authors, some famous Scottish actors include Jack Black,
who played the voice of Po the Panda in Kung Fu Panda and Ben Affleck, who played
the role of Daredevil in the Daredevil movie.

There’s one more thing I want to say about the way the Scottish Americans living in
large groups. The Scottish Americans also lived in groups and these groups were very
loyal to each other. “Loyal” means feeling so close to your group that you would even
fight and die to protect your group. Well, the Scottish Americans were very loyal to
each other.

Long ago, there was this family with the last name Hatfield and another family with
the last name McCoy, both families were Scottish American and both were very loyal
to their families. These families lived near each other and one day, one of the McCoy’s
got angry at one of the Hatfield’s because the McCoy man thought that the Hatfield
man stole one of his pigs. Well, a big giant fight started over this one little pig, with
each side so sure that they were right and the other family was wrong. In the end, 13
Hatfields and McCoys died because of the fight between these two families.

This fight lasted more than ten years and now, everyone knows this famous family
quarrel as the Hatfields versus the McCoys - this story shows how fiercely loyal
Scottish American families are to each other because there was no other story like it
that came from other European American families. Hey, do you want to see what the
Hatfields looked like? [Get positive response from Student and show pictures of
Hatfields].

I'll tell you one thing, I wouldn’t want to get into a fight with any of them! By the way,
the McCoys were just as tough looking as the Hatfields, both families had nine sons!

OK - time for review. Get in front of the class. [Have the Student stand in front of you
(consider inviting other members of the family also to set the stage) and ask her the
following:
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a. Why did Scottish Americans move to the United States? To find better opportunities for
their families.

b. What was different about the way that the Scottish Americans moved to the United
States? They tended to move in groups due to their tendency to live in large groups
called clans.

c. What kinds of dances were invented by the Scottish and what things can you see in
them that are Scottish? Line dancing and square dancing were invented by the Scottish
and you can tell by the group dancing that the Scottish Americans invented these.

d. Who were the famous Scottish American families that fought each other for ten years,
which started by an argument over a pig? The Hatfields and McCoys.

Teacher reviews any questions that the Student missed].

Wrap Up (5 minutes)

Teacher: [Clapping] You did GREAT! Wonderful job! Are there any questions that you have regarding
the Scottish Americans? [Engage in conversation with the Student and resolve further
questions by researching the Internet].
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